PROBLEM

St Matthew’s is a progressive Anglican
church, who’s goal for a diverse and
inclusive congregation was being crushed
by a homophobic moratorium passed
down through the order. It urged New
Zealand bishops not to ordain openly
gay or lesbian individuals as deacons,
priests or bishops. The consequences of
this homophobic stance by the Anglican
church were dire for St Matthew’s,
resulting in the resignation of a much
loved and respected gay staff member.
St Matthew’s were disgusted by this
discriminatory behaviour shown by the
Anglican church, and had one small
billboard to start the push for change.

=Dar

SOLUTION

We took the one of oldest and most
recognised symbols in the word, and
combined it with popular culture to create
Gay-Dar. With a moveable cross, the
billboard gained attention and encouraged
interaction from passersby. While
uncovering the Anglican Church’s shameful
secret, Gay-Dar fuelled discussion by
presenting this very prickly subject in a fun
and contemporary way. Through blogs and
news reports, Gay-Dar travelled around the
world, directing people to sign an online
petition. The signatures rolled in and we
made believers of many people, showing
that even a church can put it’s faith in
advertising,
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Church spokesman Clay Nelson checks out the vandalised Gay Dar billboard
outside St Matthews in the City, Auckland. Photo by NZPA
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St Matthew's church in Auckland is again stiring public
dabate wih anather contravarsial bilbaard

Itc oractod a sign challanging the Anglican Church to stop s
discrimination agains! gays and lesbians.

The board displays a ‘Gay-dar meter and suggests the
church usa it 1o determing wha iis patential priests might be.
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Church billboard 'Gay-Dar' rage

By Nenotas J

Abillboard designed to challenge
the Anglican Church's view on gay
and lesbian priests has already

Text Size: an aA A been vandalised.

Auckland Anglican Church has put
up a billboard outside its church,
displaying a “Gay-Dar” meter that
shows “Straight” on one side and
*Gay” on the other and suggests
the Anglican Church uses this to
assess potential priests.

The church, which offers same-sex
blessings among its services, has courted controversy with previeus
billboards, including one that depicted Mary and Joseph in bed with the

s caption: *Poor Joseph. God was a hard act to follow.”

The church has also baan petiioning to and

agains gays and lesbians. Click here to sign it e cotroversil olooars
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the billboard today the cross
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has been erected by St The latest “Gay-Dar" billboard had been vandalised by midday today

with the cross ripped off it.

Reverend Clay Nelson said the damage appeared to be sabotage, which
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Church's 'gay-dar' billboard stirs debate
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'SIGN OF THE TIMES: The latest bilboard at St Matinew's in the Gly.

An Auckiand church known for stiing dsbate hopes s latest billboard Wl Highight discrimination in the.
Angfcan Crurch against members of the gay and lesbian community.

St Matihew's in the Gity's latest billboard depicts a *gay-dar* showing a specirum from gay to straight
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Church's gay-dar billboard
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An Auckland church known for
its edgy billboards has come
under anether attack from
vandals.

food aer quake

Agents cometo blows over
apartment sale

St Matthew In the City put up a
"gay-dar” billboard en Friday,
wihich shows a spectrum from
gay to stralght, with a cross
acting as a gauge.

Norway mass:

A message undemeath states:
"As used by the Anglican Church
0 assess potential priests.”

Chureh spokesman Clsy Nelson
e
Dar billbcard out side

Nahowes 1 the Chy, Aesdand
Photo by NZPA.

Church spokesman Clay Nelson
sald the sign aimed to highiight
discrimination In the Anglican
Church against members of the
gay and lesblan community.

However, It had already been vandalised.

Mr Nelson sald he hoped the billboard could be repaired, and he
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A controversial central city billboard has lost
news s> its"gay-dar"

Overthe weekend vandals ripped a cross
from the billboard outside St Matthew in the
City in a deliberate act of sabotage,
GayNZ.com reported.

The Auckland churchis latest billboard depicts
a"gay-dar" showing a spectrum from gay to
straight, The cross acted as a gauge.

Church spokesman Ian Pallas said the cross Eretus me:
Subscribe to ourhadn't been replaced but "that's the
fon".

intentl

The church is known for stirring debate and
hopes the sign will highlight discrimination In
he Anglican Church against members of the

‘EDUCATIONE2Y and lesbian communtty.
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- Church protests discrimination against gays

New Zealand church has 'gay-dar' poster vandalised
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An Auckland church knawn far its edgy billboards has come under anather attack from vandals.
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i not sure what the cost will be. We were able to
recover the cross and | think it can be mended, So1f
that's the case, it won't cost too much, hopefully.
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Kiwi church gets Gay-Dar

A gay-friendly church in Auekland is courting controversy with its
eye-catching new Gay-Dar billboard.

St, Matthew-in-the-City, which has for decades been home to

local LGBTI-accepting church meetings, erected its big billbcard
(pictured) last Friday.

The cross represents where someone is on a ‘Gay-Dar scale from
‘straight’ to ‘gay’. The sign says: “Gay-Dar. Asused by the Anglican
Church to assess potential priests.

But over the weckend, the cross disappeared. Priest Associate
Reverend Clay Nelson told GayNZ.com he has no idea shere is
‘went, but other gay-friendly billboards had been defaced in the past
so he wouldn't be surprised if that was the case again.

‘The billboard was installed to get people thinking about homophobia
in the Anglican church, he adds, expressing amazement that “in this
day and age, with all the information and science available to us that
‘the church’ can still argue that sexual orientation is a matter of
willfulness,

“Itappears that justice is being held hostage by ignorance,” he
concludes. “We call on the bishops to enlighten the church and end
this discrimination.”
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A church in Auckland, New Zealand has
me under attack for a so-called 'Gay-

St. Matthew In The City put up the poster
on Friday showing a spectrum from gay to
straight using a cross as a gauge. A
message underneath stated 'As used by

H the Angl\can Church to assess potential

wvandalised by an unknown member of the

and the cross was

Mark Driscoll Re A spokesperson for St. Matthew In The
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Reverend Clay Nelson, explained to the New Zealand Press Association that the
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Achurch in Auckland, New Zealand, ascome 3 EEETTN o
under attack from vandals after it put up  *gay-

dar” billoard on Friday depicting a spectrum [ ress =

from gayto straight, with a cross acting asa
gange.
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‘The church, St Matthew I The City;is known for tirring debate, and had

e church has become known for its controversial billbeards and says it is not
Bishop: In Turnir surpnseu when they are vandalised. Rev. Nelson hapes that the attention garnered from
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A caption atthe bottom of the- wlmard:'am “Asused bythe
Anglican Churelto assess potential

New Zealand Anglican bishops refuse to consider any candidate
for srdination who i gay or leshian andin a committed
relationship.

StMatthen’s s running an online petition asking the Anglican
(Church tostop this practice.

An online petition has been launched by Rev. Clay

communityor those incommittad relationships.
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Gay-Dar proved to be a blogger’s dream, sparking
debate and heated discussions across the web.

Church's Gay-Dar Billboard - What Do You
Think?

Ts this billboard just a bik of fun or is a crassing the fine for St

Matthew's church to have a billboard of a “gay-dar* for publicity?

Are they trying to break the mould? It is interesting to raise:
debate, but a bit left-fied for a church, what do you think?

Aucktand church knawn for stirring debate hopes its

An Aud e
latest billacard wil highlight discrimination in the Anglican
Church against members of the gay and lesbian
community.

St Matthews in the Gty's latest bilboard depicts 2 “gay-
dar* showing a spectrum from gay to straight with a cross.
cting as a meter.

An explanatory caption on the board states: "As used by
the Anglican Church to assess patential priests.

Currently New Zealand Anglican bishops refuse to consider
any candidate for ordination who is gay or lesbian and in a
mitted relationsh

The billboard sims to draw attention to St Matthew's anline
etition asking the Anglican Church to end this practice.

Bishop Philip Richardson of Taranaki says unti the Anglican
Church can agree whether homasexuaity is a consequence
of "Wl human sinfuness” o an “Sxpression of Goc-given
diversity” seal orientation wil continue to be 2 deciding
e sk el
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